
At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Rabbinical Council of America, held by 

conference call, on Tuesday, October 13, 2015, President Shalom Baum in the chair, 

and Reuven Tradburks acting on behalf of the secretary, the following items were 

decided: 

 

 A motion to approve minutes of meetings of May 13, June 29, and July 22, 2015 

passed unanimously.  (Gil Student requested a more expansive style of minutes.) 

 President Baum nominated Zev Goldberg, Efrem Goldberg, Eli Zwickler and 

Ariel Rackovsky to fill the Executive Committee positions formerly held by 

Barry Freundel until his expulsion and by Arie Folger, Shmuel Silber, and 

Kalman Topp until their elections as RCA officers.  These terms expire in spring, 

2016.  The Executive Committee voted unanimously to accept these nominations. 

 President Baum nominated Zvi Engel to serve as chairman of Membership 

Committee.  The Executive Committee voted unanimously to accept these 

nominations. 

 President Baum nominated Michael Whitman (chairman), and Zev Goldberg, 

and Yechiel Shaffer (co-chairs) to serve on the 2016 Convention Committee.  

The Executive Committee voted unanimously to accept these nominations. 

 President Baum requested creation, in compliance with New York State law 

a Finance and Audit Committee, to be staffed initially by Eliyahu Teitz 

(chairman) and Arie Folger.  The mandate of this committee is to: 

o Develop an annual operating budget with staff. 

o Approve the budget within the finance committee. 

o Monitor adherence to the budget. 

o Set long-range financial goals along with funding strategies to achieve 

them. 

o Develop multi-year operating budgets that integrate strategic plan 

objectives and initiatives. 

o Present annual budget to Executive Committee for approval. 

o Recruit and select the auditor. 

o Review the draft audit and 990 as presented by the auditor. 

o Present the audit report to the full board of director. 

o Review the management recommendation letter (SAS112) from the 

auditor and ensure follow up on any issues mentioned. 

A motion to accept this request passed unanimously. 

 President Baum requested creation of a Rabbinic Self Care Committee, to be 

staffed initially by Elie Zwickler (chairman).  The mandate of this committee is 

to provide: 

o A "first line" resource for members who need someone to talk to. 

o Guidance to those seeking resources in the mental health community. 

o Resources via email, web conferences to members on issues in the areas of 

self-care, awareness, and resources in all areas of mental health and well-

being. 

A motion to accept this request passed unanimously. 

 President Baum made a motion requiring all Executive Committee members and 

RCA Officers to sign the following Confidentiality Agreement: 



During the course of the proceedings of the Executive Committee of the 

Rabbinical Council of America, Executive Committee members and RCA 

Officers will be party to sensitive information regarding finances, 

admissions, personnel, pending decisions or actions, opinions, or other 

matters of a confidential nature. Such information may be disclosed in oral 

discussions, written form, or in online materials. 

 

Officers and Executive Committee members are required to demonstrate 

professionalism, good judgment, and discretion regarding all such 

information, none of which may be disclosed to anyone who is not entitled 

to it. Such individuals include but are not limited to spouses, family 

members, members of the public, and, at times, members of the RCA who 

are not Officers or members of the Executive Committee. This is a basic 

requirement of ethics and is necessary for the effective and ethical 

operations of the RCA. This policy is not intended to prevent disclosure 

where disclosure is required by law. 

 

Breaches of confidentiality, whether intended or unintended, must be 

reported immediately to the president. Failure to maintain confidentiality 

may result in corrective action. 

 

Certification: I agree to serve as an Officer and/or on the Executive 

Committee of the RCA and to abide by its expectations of confidentiality. 

The motion passed unanimously.  The Agreement will be distributed and 

submitted electronically. 

 

Additionally, President Baum reported on the following: 

 Conference call with Rabbi Hershel Schachter in anticipation of powerful East 

Coast storm on erev Sukkot. 

 Rabbinic rally, organized by RCA in conjunction with OU’s IPA and others, on 

September 9 in Washington, DC, to protest the Iran deal. 

 RCA Officers in-person meeting in New Jersey on October 8. 


